A DEVOTION 
for a Meeting of the 
FRATERNITY of the RESURRECTION 


Let the Reader begin, all joining in :— 
|N the Name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 
Our Father, etc. 


Then shall the Reader say, 


The Lord, Who called us to His service, gave 
three great counsels of far-reaching import in man’s 
spiritual life. 

Let us pray that we may ever be mindful of them 
according to His word : 


Grant this, O Lord. 


That we may be mindful of our calling as 
Christians : 


That we may be mindful of the spirit of our 
Common Rule: 


That we may be mindful of those who with us 
have been led to seek this way of love and service : 


That we may be mindful of the Victory of the 
Risen Christ : 


That we may be mindful of the abiding Presence 
of our Lord and King : 


That we may be mindful of our fellowship one 
with another : 


That we may so live and work in the Kingdom 
as the leaven and the salt, until all is leavened : 


Here may follow one or more of the sections set out 
below : 
I. 


OF THE SPIRIT OF POVERTY. 


The Reader. It is written in Holy Scripture 
concerning our spiritual forefathers that they were 
of one heart and mind: that, according as every 
man had need, so they delighted to serve one 
another, with gladness and singleness of heart; and 
that they continued steadfast. 

Let us pray for the like spirit of poverty : 

Lord, | am not mine own but Thine, 
O let me live my life as Thine. 


Let us pray for the grace to set little store by 
comfort, ease, or possessions : 


Let us pray for the spirit of poverty in the use of 
time, the ordering of life, and the spending of money: 


Let us pray for the increase of kindness and 
consideration, especially among those that are of 
the household of faith : 

Let us pray for a wide charity, that is alert to the 
sorrows of the world and the needs of suffering 
mankind. 

Let us pray that with simplicity of heart we may 
seek the way of love and service, and so follow 
Jesus all our days : 

Il. 


OF THE SPIRIT OF CHASTITY. 

The Reader. It is written in Holy Scripture, 
““Whatsoever things are honest, just, pure, lovely, 
of good report; if there be any virtue or praise, 
think on these things.” 


Let us pray that by grace we may build a strong 
wall of chastity against the assaults of temptation : 


2 


O Saviour of the World, who by Thy Cross and 
Precious Blood hast redeemed us : save us and help 
us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. 

Let us pray that by grace we may steadfastly 
set the Cross and Victory of Christ between us 
and all evil : 

Let us pray that, in ever deeper understanding 
of the mystery of the Cross, we may perceive and 
turn from the malice of sin : 

Let us pray that, as Jesus is the mourner for sin, 
so we too may sorrow with Him for the sins of the 
world : 

Let us pray that our hearts may be set to obey 
His commandments, and that we show forth 
His grace not only with our lips, but in our lives : 


Il. 
OF THE SPIRIT OF OBEDIENCE. 


The Reader. It is written in Holy Scripture that 
He Whom we serve was obedient to His Mother 
in His childhood; that the Father’s Will was His 
law and His delight : and that His obedience moved 
unswerving through Gethsemane to the death on 
the Cross. 

Let us pray for the same spirit of obedience 
that we behold in Jesus Christ our Lord : 

Lord, have mercy : 
Christ, have mercy : 
Lord, have mercy. 

Let us pray that the seeds of rebellion may be 
rooted out from us, and that at all times and in 
all places the Father’s Will may be our desire and 
our employ : 

Let us pray that even as His Will is our peace, 
so we may hold to that Will through whatsoever 
comes, of trial or comfort, light or darkness, sorrow 
or joy: 
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Let us pray that in the observance of our 
Common Rule we may perceive our oneness and 
fellowship one with another in Christ Jesus : 


Let us pray that each one of us in his devotional 
Rule may count as gain each opportunity of 
obedience to our Lord and God : 


Let us pray that our obedience may be gracious, 
with courtesy and humility, without grudging, even 
as the Lord Christ : 


lV. 
OF THE SPIRIT OF PENITENCE. 


The Reader. It is written in Holy Scripture that 
they who come to serve God must undergo a 
change of heart, which is called repentance; to which 
good thing we are led, as Saint Paul teaches, by the 
goodness of God. 


Let us pray that the goodness of God may melt 
the hardness of our hearts : 


Turn us, O Lord, and we shall be turned. 


Let us pray that the goodness of God may 
overcome the barrier of pride and self-love. 


Let us pray that the goodness of God may 
change our easy forgetfulness into true and deep 
contrition : 


Let us pray that the goodness of God may unveil 
to us His constant care and love for us, and the 
protection of His abundant mercy : 


Let us pray that the goodness of God may 
awaken us to pray for the careless and godless, 
and to plead for sinful man : 


Turn us, O Lord, and we shall be turned. 
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V. 
OF THE SPIRIT OF JOY. 


The Reader. It is written in Holy Scripture that 
Jesus for the joy that was set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 


Let us give humble thanks for the joy of God 
which is greater than all the sorrows of the Passion 
and of the world : 


We give thanks to Thee for Thy great Glory. 


Let us give thanks for the joy of God, of which 
Jesus said, that it should remain in us, that our joy 
might be full : 


Let us give thanks for the deep, invincible joy 
in God, which is the heart of Christian living, and 
which no man can take from us: 


Let us pray that all things, in which our Lord 
found joy and delight, we may see with His eyes 
and understand with His mind, and with Him give 
thanks : 


For the unsurpassable beauty of our Lord and 
King; for the wonder of our calling; for the hope 
of His promises; for the opportunities of service; 
for prayer and worship; for all that He is and all 
that He has done: 


Vi. 
OF THE SPIRIT OF LOVE. 


The Reader. It is written in Holy Scripture of 
Almighty God Himself that He loves us, and in His 
every movement towards us His love is power and 
light and life. Even so God loved the world, that 
He gave His only-begotten Son. 
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Let us pray that we may learn what is the Love 
of God: 


O Holy Jesus, most merciful Redeemer, Friend 
and Brother, 

May we know Thee more clearly, love Thee more 
dearly, and follow Thee more nearly. 


Let us pray that we may see the Love of God in 
the Face of Jesus Christ; in His humility and glad 
self-giving; in His compassion for suffering humanity 
in His revelation of the Father; in His tenderness 
to those who follow Him; in His stern refusal to 
compromise with evil; in His willed obedience; in 
His Agony and Death; in His Resurrection and- 
Victory; in the Most Holy Sacrament of His Body 
and Blood : 


Let us pray that we may seek Him and find Him 
in the persons of those whom we love and serve; 
whom we meet in every walk of life; whom the 
world admires and whom the world rejects; in the 
ruler and the outcast; in the unknown and the well 
known—for all these are His creation and His 
beloved, and His love is over them all: 

Vil. 
FOR THE FAMILY OF THE FRATERNITY. 


The Reader. It is written in Holy Scripture con- 
cerning our fathers in the Faith that they continued 
steadfast in the Apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
in the breaking of bread and the prayers. 


Let us pray for the Family of the Fraternity : 
For the Director and Wardens : 

By Thy Resurrection, Jesu, hear and save. 
For the Brethren and Oblates : 
For Companions, and for those on probation : 
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For Associates, and for Friends of the Fraternity : 

For Companions who are sick, in sorrow, and in 
danger : 

By Thy Resurrection, Jesu, have mercy. 

For Companions who are weary and tempted to 
lose heart : 

For Companions who stand in special need of 
the power of the Risen Life : 

For Companions at home or overseas, who are 
isolated or deprived of the ministrations of the 
Church : 

For Chaplains and Secretaries of Branches and 
Groups : 

For ourselves and for one another : 


And the Reader shall conclude the Devotion as follows : 


Therefore with humble and thankful hearts let 
us praise our God, that He has called us to know, 
love and serve Him, and more especially that He 
has led us to seek Him in the Association of the 
Fraternity of the Resurrection. 


May He grant us to go forward in the power of 
the Risen Life: Amen. 


May He move us to kindle the flame in the souls 
of others: Amen. 


May He inspire, accept and grace our offering 
of ourselves, our souls and bodies, and use us in 
His service, even as He shall see best. Amen. 


All say together the Fraternity Prayer : 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Which according to His abundant mercy 
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hath begotten us again into a lively hope by the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 


V. And now, Lord, what is my hope? 4 
R. Truly my hope is even in Thee. . 


Let us pray. 7 
Almighty God, Who through Thine only- ; 
begotten Son Jesus Christ hast overcome death 
and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life; we 
humbly beseech Thee, that, as by Thy special grace 
preventing us Thou dost put into our minds good 
desires, so by Thy continual help we may bring the 
same to good effect; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy 
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 


